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GM Shout Outs!
Public Policy has been busy over the past few month hosting elected officials at GM facilities, participating in key policy
announcements and even receiving awards. Below are a few photos from these events.

https://www.gmcar.gm.com/media_newsletters.aspx?NewsletterID=2017%20Q3#shout
https://www.gmcar.gm.com/media_newsletters.aspx?NewsletterID=2017%20Q3#NAFTA
https://www.gmcar.gm.com/media_newsletters.aspx?NewsletterID=2017%20Q3#infographic
https://www.gmcar.gm.com/media_newsletters.aspx?NewsletterID=2017%20Q3#spotlight
https://www.gmcar.gm.com/media_newsletters.aspx?NewsletterID=2017%20Q3#share
https://www.gmcar.gm.com/media_newsletters.aspx?NewsletterID=2017%20Q3#bonusshare
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/MIDOT/bulletins/1b32549


GM & NAFTA 101

The U.S. automotive industry makes significant contributions to the U.S. economy, and the North American Free Trade Agreement
(NAFTA) has helped the U.S. auto industry remain competitive in the global marketplace. General Motors supports modernizing
NAFTA in a way that builds on North America’s success as a manufacturing powerhouse and helps us compete with the rest of the
world. In doing so we will work alongside other companies and federal officials to preserve the NAFTA provisions that support U.S.
competitiveness. 

 
Today, the U.S. automotive industry is manufacturing, selling, investing, exporting and growing jobs in the United States at or near
record levels. The duty-free trade generated through NAFTA has played an important role in the competitiveness of the North
American automotive sector and the success the industry is currently experiencing. 

 
The U.S. automotive industry makes significant contributions to the U.S. economy, with FCA U.S., Ford Motor Company and General
Motors Company representing the largest portion of the following 2016 economic contributions.

Retaining a dynamic, open and mutually beneficial trade relationship with our NAFTA trade partners is critical to the continued success of the
U.S. domestic automotive industry. Key issues that will be debated in the renegotiation process include:

 

Duty-Free Access to Mexican and Canadian Markets

NAFTA provides U.S. automakers duty-free access to the Canadian and Mexican auto markets. Duty free access allows U.S.
automakers to be competitive in the Canadian and Mexican markets, export vehicles and auto parts globally, and continue to
invest in U.S. facilities, products, and jobs.

Directly employing/supporting more than 7.3 million American jobs - including manufacturers of auto parts, steel, glass, plastics,

rubber and semi-conductors;

Exporting $137 billion in vehicles and parts, more than any other U.S. industry sector;

Manufacturing 12.2 million cars and trucks;

Investing $8 billion in U.S. plants/equipment and nearly $20 billion in R&D; and

Selling a record 17.5 million cars and light trucks.



Automotive Rule of Origin (RoO)

NAFTA’s auto rules of origin, which refer to product specific rules to qualify a product for NAFTA benefits, includes a 62.5 percent
minimum regional value content (RVC) requirement; the highest RVC requirement in any trade agreement in the world. The
Trump Administration has expressed a strong interest in increasing the RoO rating on autos during the renegotiation process.
However, it is important to stress that significant modifications to the rules of origin or origin procedures could have unintended
consequences for the North American auto industry.

Want to learn more about GM’s positions on NAFTA? Listen to our recent GM CAR Tele-Town Hall on NAFTA here.

GM CAR Infographic: GM's North American Footprint

GM CAR is working hard to build the tools and training materials to empower our advocates. We will keep you posted on these
exciting efforts, but in the meantime, check out our North American Footprint infographic which reflects GM’s economic impact on
the continent. Feel free to share this with your friends via social media using the hashtag #GMinNA

 Share this infographic with your friends using the hashtags #GMCAR and #GMinNA

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1x9T6Rqjo5Eu3ELpk-FTXOcvYxYtX8_9X/view?usp=sharing
https://media.gractions.com/5471766D6F54ED5F4159BC7D24532CBBC17DB1B5/6e7ea338-d7f6-48b1-80c9-e8ab2e0a7df9.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https%3A//media.gractions.com/5471766D6F54ED5F4159BC7D24532CBBC17DB1B5/003c99da-68b1-47c2-be29-89346a2065da.jpg
https://twitter.com/home?status=%23GMCAR%20%23GMinNA%20http%3A//bit.ly/2xXwSzg


GM CAR Spotlight on Sen. Joe Donnelly (D-IN):

Each quarter, GM CAR highlights a Member of Congress who represents a state or district with a GM facility.

Sen. Joe Donnelly (D-IN) is a longtime friend of General Motors. The Senator represents 4 GM
facilities and over 7,000 GM employees. He also represents 41,000 GM retirees. 

 
Donnelly is currently serving his first term in the U.S. Senate, where he has worked closely with
GM on banking issues and fuel economy. 

 
In the Senate, Donnelly is a member of the Armed Services, Banking, Agriculture and Aging
Committees. 

 
Sen. Donnelly previously served in the U.S. House of Representatives (2006 – 2012) before being
elected to the U.S. Senate in 2012.

Before entering public service, Donnelly helped run a small business in Indiana and also practiced
law. He is a proud alumnus of Notre Dame University, where he attended for both undergrad and
law school, and still resides in North Bend, Indiana with his wife and children. We look forward to
continuing to work closely with Senator Donnelly in the 115th Congress.

Sen. Donnelly (center left) on a tour of GM Fort Wayne Assembly on April 10

Share Your Story: Gov. John Hickenlooper (D-CO)

There is no question that Governor John Hickenlooper is a GM champion in Colorado, which is home to
home 3 GM facilities, 131 employees and more than 1,260 retirees. GM has worked closely with
Hickenlooper and his staff on a number of issues important to the company, including a generous state
alternative fuel vehicle incentive bill to help drive adoption of vehicles such as the Chevrolet Volt and
Bolt EV and the 2017 autonomous vehicle authorization bill that clears the path for eventual deployment
of self-driving cars in the Centennial State. 

 
Gov. Hickenlooper took some time to tell us about his background and his goals while in office. 

 

What was your first car? 
 Chrysler Valiant

 
What is your favorite GM car? 

 The 1986 Red Malibu convertible that I bought the day I was laid off from my job as a geologist. It's still one of my most prized
possessions.

 
What made you decide to run for office? 

 I had never run for anything growing up, not student council, nothing. I thought that people had to believe in government. I kept
encouraging my customers that if they didn't like what was going on in government that they should run for office. They then
encouraged me. I believe in government, so I decided to run. 

 
What are your goals while serving as governor of Colorado? 

 To create the most pro-business state government but with the highest environmental and ethical standards.



BONUS: Share Your Story: GM's Britta Gross, Director, Advance Vehicle Commercialization Policy

Britta Gross has worked for GM for over 22 years. Read her story below to learn about the importance of renewable energies and
electrified transportation.

EARLY DAYS:

Many of us may not know that GM was in the aerospace business through its purchase of Hughes Aircraft in the mid-80’s. And
that there were some exciting joint GM/Hughes programs developed during this time: anti-lock brake systems, OnStar satellite
services, and a solar powered race car that won the world’s first solar-powered race across Australia by several days! I was an
aerospace engineer at Hughes during this time, and landed an assignment in Germany supporting a joint GM/Opel/Hughes
program to move the company from a parts design mentality towards a systems design process that is firmly rooted in
aerospace. When the time came to return to the U.S., it was either back to Hughes (now Boeing Aerospace) or join a team at
GM developing one of the most advanced technologies – the hydrogen fuel cell vehicle. This program had it all – a clean vehicle
technology with lots of technical challenges!

CURRENT WORK:

I was responsible for laying out a strategy for the hydrogen fueling infrastructure our fuel cell vehicles would need. We knew this
would require hydrogen experts, energy partners, industry standards, and government policies to support a new fueling
infrastructure. Several years later, the Volt concept was drawn on a napkin (true story) and it was clear we would need to
replicate the same system model for our plug-in electric vehicle strategy! So for the past 10 years I have been engineering
system strategies and rallying key stakeholders, primarily outside GM, to solve market problems that pave the way for our
“alternative” fuel vehicles. GM has arguably the industry’s richest relationships with electric utilities, utility regulators, NGOs, and
federal and state government energy teams – all committed to growing EV adoption through increased infrastructure availability
(home/work/public), enabling policies, and increased EV education and awareness for consumers.

MAKING A DIFFERENCE:

All of us want to make a difference and leave the planet in better shape than when we arrived. I’m surrounded by an entire team
at GM, driven by the same passion. In my very outward-facing job working with governments, environmental groups, hi-tech
companies, the energy sector, and the other OEMs, I have seen GM’s reputation soar over the past 10 years. And with every
announcement that GM is moving more aggressively towards renewable energy, landfill-free sites, protected wildlife habitats,
and electrified transportation, GM’s influence continues to grow as we demonstrate unequivocally that we are doing business
with a greater sense of purpose! Today we are seen as key to just about any discussion regarding the future of transportation
and the responsibility of a major corporation as an important custodian of the planet. I am thrilled that I have a role where I can
contribute so directly to GM’s reputation and influence - and that we are committed to transportation solutions that offer
consumers vastly improved choices for cleaner, more efficient, and more energy secure vehicles!

Britta Gross (R) poses with Dan Turton (L), VP of NA Public Policy 
 after receiving the 2017 Stars of Energy Efficiency – Transportation award for 

 the Chevrolet Bolt in Washington, DC on September 14


